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Part Two 

 

I. Testimony: A Dinner Conversation Raises A Critical Question For DM 

   A. How Do I Deal With A “Doubter”? 

    1. I’ve run into 2 kinds of “doubters” in the Church: true believers and 

hypocrites. 

 There are the true believers who go through a season of doubt. (Simon Peter; 

Thomas) Sooner or later, the devil will come to every Christian to make 

them doubt their salvation. So just because someone is doubting their faith 

doesn’t necessarily mean they aren’t saved. (The unforgivable sin?) These 

people need encouragement in promises of the grace of God; they need 

assurance.  

 On the other hand, our American churches are filled with professing 

Christians who have never really been saved. They are hypocrites. Frankly, 

they need to be in doubt! These people need to be called to repentance and 

true faith in Christ. 

 But how do you know the difference? How do you know what kind of 

doubter you’re dealing with? How do you deal with your own doubts? 

NOW THAT’S A GOOD QUESTION! 

 2.  Paul told the Corinthian church… 

Examine yourselves to see if your faith is genuine. Test yourselves. Surely you 

know that Jesus Christ is among you*; if not, you have failed the test of 

genuine faith. 

2 Corinthians 13:5     NLT 
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 3. There is “genuine” faith; and there are the hypocrites! 

  People say: “The church is full of hypocrites!” 

  I say: “Where else are you going to find them? 

  a. The only place you can find a hypocritical Christian is in the 

church. 

  b. Jesus called people “hypocrites” 16 times in the gospels…all 

addressed to the religious leaders! 

"You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, 'This people 

honors Me with their lips, but their heart is far away from Me.” 

Matthew 15:7-8        NASB 

 4. So how do we “examine ourselves”? How do we deal with doubters?  

Let me suggest we ASSUME NOTHING…let’s all start over and “re-imagine our 

calling in Christ… 

II. Discipleship: Re-Imagining Our Calling In Christ 

   A. Through The Prism Of The Life Of Abraham As A Model 

 1. Abraham was saved by faith…     

For the Scriptures tell us, "Abraham believed God, and God counted him as 

righteous because of his faith."*  

Romans 4:3    NLT 

  a. This speaks of an EVENT; a glorious “moment” in time when 

Abraham believed and God pronounces him righteous. 

  b. God give this as a model of how we are all saved; no works, no 

good deeds! Just simple BELIEF… 

  c. And pretty much everybody who goes to church says they 

believe in God! But here’s the PROBLEM… 

You do well to believe in God. Satan also believes, and trembles. 

     James 2:19 
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  d. If you asked the Devil if he believes, he would say yes! (so there 

must be a kind of belief that doesn’t save you!) 

SO HOW CAN WE KNOW IF WE ARE BELIEVING GOD WITH THE SAME 

SAVING FAITH THAT ABRAHAM HAD? 

Keep reading past verse 3… 

 2. Abraham believed God. So he could be a model… 

“…that he (Abraham) might be the father of all them that believe...who also 

also walk in the steps of that faith of our father Abraham… 

Romans 4:11-12 

 3. Look at the language:  

 

  a. The kind of faith or belief that saves us is not limited to a single 

event! 

  b. Abraham is a father to all them that “believe”; but how do we know 

who really believes??? 

 

TRUE BELIEVERS “WALK” IN THE “STEPS” OF HIS FAITH! 

 

 4. Justification is instantaneous; but sanctification is a PROCESS! A “walk”; 

there are “steps”! 

 

  a. There are no “steps” to getting saved…just simple faith! 

  b. But the test of discipleship is a “walk” that matches the “talk”! 

  c. People SAY they believe Jesus is Lord…but there is no evidence 

that they really believe it! (Like when Jesus confronted the Pharisees) 

 

"Our father is Abraham!" they declared. 

"No," Jesus replied, "for if you were really the children of Abraham, you 

would follow his example.*  

John 8:39-40     NLT 

 

   B. The 3 Dimensions Of Biblical Salvation 

 

 1. There are 3 distinct elements of true salvation:  
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JUSTIFICATION---SANCTIFICATION—GLORIFICATION 

 

  a. If you are a genuine Christian, justification is something God has 

done, once and for all, in your past. 

  b. Sanctification is an ongoing process, which is your present 

  c. Glorification is an instantaneous event that will take place in your 

future. 

 

SALVATION 

Regeneration To Glorification 

(This chart shows the 3 phases of Christian salvation for the WHOLE man) 

 

 2. Justification is the regeneration of the SPIRIT; Sanctification is the 

ongoing work of God in our SOUL; Glorification will be the completion of our 

redemption when we receive our glorified BODY. 

 

  a. Justification is something God did in our past 

  b. Sanctification is something God is doing in our present 

  c. Glorification is something God will do in our future 

 

 3. Setting “glorification” aside; the REAL REASON WE NEED TO 

REIMAGINE THE CALL OF DISCIPLESHIP IS TO CLEAR UP THE 

CONFUSION BETWEEN JUSTIFICATION AND SANCTIFICATION! 

 

   C. Discerning The Difference 

 

 1. Justification is the legal judgment of God whereby He pronounces me 

righteous before His court on the basis of my faith in Christ. It is an event; it 

occurs once; it is instantaneous; it settles all charges against me so that there 

is no condemnation for me ever because I am now “in Christ”…JUST AS IF 

I’D NEVER SINNED. 

 

To be justified before God means “just as if I’d never sinned. 
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  a. I am born again!  

  b. I am a new creature in Christ Jesus! 

 

 2. But Justification is NOT the end!  

 

GENUINE JUSTIFICATION ALWAYS RESULTS IN 

SANCTIFICATION…THE EVIDENCE OF A CHANGED LIFE! 

 

“There is no justification without sanctification, no forgiveness without 

renewal of life, no real faith from which the fruits of new obedience do not 

grow.” 

Martin Luther 

  

 3. Look back at “The Discipleship Of Abraham”… 

 

“the father of all them that believe…who walk in the steps of his faith.” 

Romans 4:12-13 

 

 4. We believe, that’s justification. But if we truly believe, we will walk in 

the steps of his faith, and that’s sanctification! 

 

SLIDE: THE ROAD TO SANCTIFICATION 

 

  a. It’s a “road”; a “walk”; a process whereby we make progress, 

where we become more and more conformed to the image of Christ. 

  b. Unless what you call “justification” is not followed by a walk of 

faith called “sanctification”, you have every reason to doubt your 

justification. 

 

II. Sanctification: The Process Of Discipleship 

 

   A. Defining The Term 

 

“sanctify” 

To set apart or separate for a special use or purpose 
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 1. We get the English word “saint” from this word; a “saint” is a “set apart 

one” or a “separated one”.  

 

(“SAINTS” ARE “SANCTIFIED ONES”) 

 

And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole 

spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ. 

1 Thessalonians 5:23   KJV 

 

Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, (sanctity) without which no one 

will see the Lord: looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God. 

Hebrews 12:14-15     NKJV 

 

 2. The discipleship of Abraham is our MODEL. 

 

  a. He was saved, or JUSTIFIED, in a moment. 

  b. But then HE WALKED OUT HIS SANCTIFICATION IN STEPS 

OF FAITH! 

 

 3. The truly “saved” are walking in the steps of his faith, in a PROCESS of 

never ending SANCTIFICATION…or SEPARATION from his old life so he 

could fully follow God. 

 

 4. If you are: 

 Examining your own self 

 Dealing with a doubter 

 Making a Disciple… 

 

KNOW THIS!  

(BE A DISCIPLE-MAKE A DISCIPLE SLIDE GOES HERE) 

 

THE GREATEST EVIDENCE OF GENUINE SALVATION IS A RADICAL 

COMMITMENT TO FOLLOW AFTER JESUS; A LIFE-LONG WILLINGNESS 
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TO OBEY HIM AS LORD; A COMMITMENT TO BE A DISCIPLE AND TO 

MAKE DISCIPLES. 

 

 5. If you want to test your faith, study the life of Abraham! Study the ‘steps 

of his faith’!  

 

PREVIEW NEXT WEEK 

 

   B. The 7 Separations Of Abraham 

 

 1. From kin and country. (Genesis 12) 

 

 2. From Egypt (Genesis 12) 

 

 3. From Lot (Genesis 14) 

 

 4. From love of money (Genesis 14) 

 

 5. From Ishmael (Genesis 21) 

 

 6. From Isaac (Genesis 24) 

 

   C. Conclusion: Reimagining Discipleship 

 

 1. It’s always a good time to “examine ourselves”; to “prove” if our 

faith is genuine. (Not only for ourselves, but for those we are discipling) 

 

 2. In the life of Abraham, God has given us a spiritual father to model 

what the life of faith looks like. 

 

 3. Our calling is to not only believe in Jesus but to follow Him in the 

kind of radical obedience that proves He is Lord of our lives. 

 



8 

 

LET ME CLOSE WITH THE WORDS OF PETER, A MAN WHO KNEW 

SOMETHING ABOUT MAKING MISTAKES; WHO DENIED THE LORD 

AND DOUBTED HIS FAITH…. 

 

 

 

So, dear brothers and sisters,* work hard to prove that you really are among 

those God has called and chosen.  

 

________________________________ 

 

Do these things, and you will never fall away. Then God will give you a grand 

entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

2 Peter 1:10-11      NLT 


