
THE NORMAL CHRISTIAN LIFE 
Studies in the Sermon on the Mount 

Part Seven 

“Mercy For The Merciful” 

 
I. Introduction 

We continue with our verse-by-verse studies of the Sermon on the Mount, what we 
are calling the “Normal Christian Life”, because it is Jesus’ perfect picture of what 
it means to be His disciple. 

The Sermon begins with the 8 Beatitudes or “Be-Attitudes”, because the 

Christian life is first about BEING someone before it is about DOING something! 

A Christian is something before he does anything; we have to be Christian 
before we can act as Christians. Now that is a fundamental point. Being is 

more important than doing, attitude is more significant than action. 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

St. Peter tells us the Christian has become a “partaker of the Divine nature” (2 

Peter 1:4); the very character of Christ has been infused into the Believer. Here in 
these Beatitudes, Jesus gives details of what Christian character looks like in those 
who truly believe: 

 They are the poor in spirit-those who see themselves as spiritually needy; 
desiring more of God 

 Those who mourn and grieve over their sins and the sins of the world; they 
shall be comforted 

 They are the meek who will inherit the earth; the humble, those who are 
gentle toward others and who can receive correction when needed 

 They hunger and thirst after righteousness 
 And now we come to the 5th Beatitude… 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 

Matthew 5:7 



I. The 5th Beatitude 

    A. One More Acid Test of Christian Character 

 1. By now, surely we must realize what Jesus is doing by starting us out with 
these Beatitudes; He begins with a “character-check”.  

Our Lord is depicting and delineating the Christian and Christian character. 
He is obviously searching us and testing us. How are we reacting to these 
searching tests and probing’s? They really tell us everything about our 

Christian profession. 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 2. Personal Testimony: As I have given myself to another deep study of 
these Beatitudes, I feel like I’m getting a “physical” for my soul. 

  a. When I recently went in for my annual physical: 

 They checked my temperature 
 They checked my blood pressure 
 They checked my pulse 
 They drew some blood 
 They looked down my mouth and into my ears 

  a. They were checking to see if my readings were “normal” 

 3. Working through these Beatitudes are like that to me; like Jesus is my 
Great Physician giving me a checkup; but it’s not for my body, it’s for my soul. 

The Beatitudes are a health exam for the soul! 

 4. Each one probes a portion of my character; each one measure my readings 
against what Jesus says is normal: Poor in spirit? Truly mourning over my sin; 
meek and gentle? Hungry and thirsty for righteousness?  

  a. Each Beatitude measures me and checks my character against what 
Jesus calls “normal”. 

 5. And I realized this; in the same way physical exams make me 
uncomfortable, so I find going through an examination by these Beatitudes; each 
one makes me look at who I am and measure myself to see if I’m normal, or where 

I need to make an adjustment. And none probes me deeper than this one! 



“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 

Matthew 5:7 

 6. God’s mercy is for the merciful; so what does it mean to be “merciful”? 

II. First: What it Does Not Mean 

   A. Being Merciful is Not a Pre-Condition For Christian Salvation 

 1. Some people think that Jesus is saying here that if we are not merciful 
God will not save us. That God only show the mercy of salvation to those who first 
demonstrate that they are merciful. 

  a. But no! Jesus is not making mercifulness a condition of salvation! 
Remember that these Beatitudes are given to those who are already saved; those 
who are already blessed by God; those who have already received His mercy. 
Nowhere did Jesus teach that He will not save you unless you are first merciful 
toward others.  

  b. If you give this Beatitude to a sinner, they might think that being 
merciful to others is how they can be saved and obtain mercy from God! But that’s 

all wrong. 

Charles Spurgeon 

“Remember the subject of the Sermon on the Mount is not how we are to be 
saved, but who are saved. He is not here describing the way of salvation at all; 
He is giving us the signs and evidences of the work of grace in the soul; so 
that… 

We should greatly err if we should say that we must be merciful in order to 
obtain mercy, and that we must only hope to get, the mercy of God through 
first of all being merciful ourselves. 

  c. We are saved by grace through faith; Christian salvation is not 
conditional upon any works we do, even by our works of mercy. Spurgeon goes 
on… 

 I ask you to notice that these persons are blessed already, and have obtained 
mercy already. Long before they became merciful, God was merciful to them; 
and before the full promise was given them, as in our text, that they should 



obtain yet further mercy, they had already obtained the great mercy of a 
renewed heart, which had made them merciful. 

  d. It is only natural that we have been forgiven will naturally forgive 
others! As Jesus teaches us in the Lord’s Prayer… 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Matthew 6:12    NKJV 

  e. To fail to forgive, after we have been forgiven; to not give mercy to 
others after God has given so much mercy to us is a serious sign that something is 
wrong with us! As Jesus says just after he gives us the Lord’s Prayer… 

"For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you.  But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your 

Father forgive your trespasses. 

Matthew 6:14-15    NKJV 

  f. Jesus teaches the same thing in Matthew 18, where a King forgave a 
man a million $ debt, then refused to forgive someone who owed him a hundred $. 
This is called “The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant”. 

Then his master, after he had called him, said to him, 'You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you begged me.  33 Should you not also have 

had compassion on your fellow servant, just as I had pity on you?' 

Matthew 18:32-34     NKJV 

  g. We don’t get saved by being merciful; we are merciful because we 
are saved. 

   B. Merciful Does Not Mean We Are Easy Going About Sin 

 1. Many Christians think they are merciful because they hold their peace in 
the face of outrageous sins; they think they are merciful because they never speak 
up lest they be seen as judgmental; they think being merciful means that we are to 
just put up with everything. Lloyd Jones comments… 

“This is a particular danger in an age like (ours), which does not believe in 

law or discipline, and in a sense does not believe in justice or righteousness. 



The idea in our day is that man should be absolutely free minded, that he has 
the right to do just what he likes. Many people think that the merciful person, 

is one who smiles at transgression and law breaking. He says, `What does it 
matter? Let's just carry on.” 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

 2. But actually, to be merciful means the opposite; remember the 2nd 
Beatitude. We are the ones who MOURN over sin; over our sins and over the sins 
of others. Mercy sees the suffering and unhappiness that sin brings upon sinners 
and it moves us to want to help them. 

 3. Mercy and grace are similar; but mercy is a step beyond grace; mercy is 
grace in action. 

   C. MERCY IS GRACE IN ACTION! 

 1. I can give grace by simply forgiving sin; but I am only merciful when I 
move beyond that to actually help the person who is suffering the consequences of 
their sin. Lloyd-Jones says… 

“Grace is especially associated with men in their sins; mercy is especially 
associated with men in their misery.' In other words… 

Grace looks down upon sin as a whole, mercy looks especially upon the 
miserable consequences of sin. So that mercy really means a sense of pity plus 

a desire to relieve the suffering. Mercy is pity plus action.” 

David Martyn Lloyd-Jones 

  a. The great British theologian Adam Clarke puts it this way… 

“Mercy is a lively emotion of the heart which is moved by the discovery of any 

creature’s misery; it is an emotion that manifests outwardly, with effect.” 

Adam Clarke 

 2. Another word for “mercy” is “compassion”, as illustrated by Jesus in the 

parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10: 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

  a. A man was beaten up and robbed on the highway and left for dead. 



  b. A Priest saw him lying on the road and “passed by on the other 

side”; a Levite saw him lying on the road, and passed by on the other side; these 

religious leaders saw the victim and did nothing; but then a despised Samaritan 
came by… 

"But a certain Samaritan, who was on a journey, came upon him; and when 
he saw him, he felt compassion, 34 and came to him, and bandaged up his 

wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 "And on the next day he took 
out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, 'Take care of him; 

and whatever more you spend, when I return, I will repay you.'  

 36 "Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the 
man who fell into the robbers' hands?"  37 And he said, "The one who showed 
mercy toward him." And Jesus said to him, "Go and do the same." 

Luke 10:33-37     NASB 

  c. All 3 men saw the same thing; perhaps all 3 felt pity; but only 1 
“felt compassion”; only 1 was “merciful”!  

“It is quite certain that the good Samaritan got more out of the poor man than 

the poor man got out of him. He gave a little oil and wine and the expenses at 
the inn. In exchange, the Samaritan got his name into the Bible, and there it 

has been handed down to this day.” 

C.H. Spurgeon 

  d. Mercy sees a need and is moved with compassion to do something 
about it. How little we know of how much a little matter of mercy may mean to 
God! 

And if you give even a cup of cold water to one of the least of my followers, 
you will surely be rewarded." 

Matthew 10:42    NLT 

  e. It is one thing to pity someone who is suffering; another thing to 
forgive those who sin against you; but mercy is another matter; mercy moves to us 
to action. 

 3. We are never more like God than we are moved by compassion to show 
mercy! Because… 



  

   D. God Himself is the Model of Mercy 

 1. Our God is a merciful God! 

 2. God not only pitied our sinful condition, He did something about it! 

 3. The Bible says Jesus was “moved with compassion, and He healed them.” 

 4. We are never more like God than we have compassion toward others and 
move in mercy. 

MOTHER TERESA DEDICATED HER LIFE TO OBSCURITY, 

MINISTERING TO THE POOR AND TO THE LEPERS IN INDIA 

  a. One little Roman Catholic nun, who weighed less than 90 pounds, 
did more to reveal the nature of God than some millionaire ministers with TV 
networks! Because there is no argument against mercy. 

III. The Normal Christian Life is Merciful 

   A. Mercy Me! 

 1. It is not normal for the believer to be unmerciful. 

 2. We are never more like God than we are merciful! 

Mercy supposes two things: first, an object in distress; and second, a heart 
affected to action by the sight of such an object. 

Adam Clarke 

 3. Blessed are the merciful; Jesus says the happy people are those whose 
hearts can be moved to action at sight of suffering and need; in little things and big 
things. 

  a. Testimony of man in the parking lot 

 4. It always blesses me to see God’s people moved with mercy: 

  a. Jerry visiting the prisons 

  b. Mark and Jon reaching out to the “biker culture” 

  c. Bennie visiting the nursing homes 



  d. Jonathan and the worship team ministering at the Rescue Mission 

  e. Larry and Doris taking a young man from the projects into their 
home on weekends and spending time with him; on Thursday, his 32 year old 
father just died; and Larry and Doris interrupted some travel plans so they could 
attend the funeral. 

 5. All these show us the meaning of mercy; a most godlike quality.    

   B. Let Me Close With Something Very Personal 

 1. Tomorrow marks the one year anniversary of when we put our little 
Maltese (Max) to sleep. 

MAX: 2005-2016 

  a. Carrying him into the Vet and having to wait for them to take him 
away was one of the hardest things I ever had to do. 

 2. God taught me so many spiritual lessons through Max; a lot of had to do 
with the meaning of mercy. 

 3. The Bible says… 

A righteous man has regard for the life of his animal, but the tender mercies 
of the wicked are cruel. 

Proverbs 12:10 

 4. God says we can know a lot about the character of a person in how they 
treat their animals. 

The merciful man is merciful to his beast. I do not believe in the piety of a 
man who is cruel to a horse. 

Charles Spurgeon 

  a. German philosopher Arthur Schopenhauer said the same thing: 

“Compassion for animals is intimately connected with goodness of character; 

he who is cruel to animals cannot be a good man.” 

Arthur Schopenhauer 

 5. Personal testimony: I knew a wealthy man once; a church-going man who 
was always very kind to me. But he had a dog and they would leave it chained to a 



tree in the backyard all day long. It seemed so cruel. A few years later, things 
happened that exposed huge character defects in his life and many suffered 
because of it. He wasn’t merciful to his animal; later he wasn’t merciful to others. 

There was a connection. 

 6. I am not saying that to have compassion toward animals means you are 
saved; but surely the saved will have mercy; at least toward their animals! 

 7. May the Lord make us merciful, more and more as we grow in His grace. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.” 

Matthew 5:7 

Prayer/Altar Call 

With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful; With a blameless man 
You will show Yourself blameless; With the pure You will show Yourself 

pure; And with the devious You will show Yourself shrewd. 

Psalm 18:25-26     NKJV 


