
 

 

 

 

“Who Will Roll Away the Stone?” 

Why I Believe in the Resurrection 

Key Text: Mark 16:1-8 

 

Celebration Church 

Saturday, April 15, 2017 

Charles Curtis 

 

 

 

 

  

Mark 16:1-8 

 

 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices 

so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body. 

Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb  

and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away.  

As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and 

they were alarmed.  

“Don't be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! 

He is not here. See the place where they laid him.  

But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just 

as he told you.' ”  



Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, 

because they were afraid.   
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Acts 1:3 

 

“To whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs being seen by 

them during forty days …” 
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Acts 1:3 

 

“To whom He also presented Himself alive after His suffering by many infallible proofs being seen by 

them during forty days …” 

 

1 Corinthians 15:3-6 

 

3  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins 

according to the Scriptures, 

4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 

6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until 

now, but some have fallen asleep; 
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The Resurrection of Christ  

is the Acid Test of the Christian Faith 



 

1Corinthians 15:17,  “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your 

sins.”  

 

Historically Speaking: We know more about the death of Christ, than we do any other individual in 

antiquity. 

 

 Christ is the only religious leader who proclaimed that He would die and rise from the dead.   

21 references in the gospels 
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Who Will Roll Away the Stone?  

Why I Believe in the Resurrection 

 

 

 

1. God’s Plan 

2. The Nature and Details of His Death 

3. The Stone and the Tomb 

4. The Roman Seal 

5. The Grave Cloths 

6. His Appearances  

7. His Disciples 
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1. God’s Plan: Christ’s Death was the determined plan of God, revealed in Old Testament Scripture - 

24 Prophecies 



 

“I will put enmity between you and the woman,  

and between your offspring and hers;  

He will crush your head, while you strike at his heel.”  

(The Protoevangelium - “First Gospel”) - Genesis 3:15 

 

“For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell (Sheol: Grave, Death); neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One 

to see corruption.” - Psalm 16:10 

 

 “when thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin . . . He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of 

the LORD shall prosper in His hand. As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see light and be 

satisfied” - Isaiah 53:10,11 
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God’s Plan: Christ’s Death was the determined plan of God, revealed in Old Testament Scripture - 24 

Prophecies 

 

Peter Stoner: Author: Science Speaks:  

The chance of one man fulfilling 8 prophecies, through human wisdom and initative is 1 in 10 to the 

17th power (10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10*10) 

 

“… Take 1017 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas. They will cover all of the state two feet 

deep. Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the state. 

Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far s he wishes, but he must pick up one silver dollar 

and say that this is the right one. What chance would he have of getting the right one? Just the same 

chance that the prophets would have had of writing these eight prophecies and having them all come 

true in any one man, from their day to the present time, providing they wrote using their own 

wisdom.” 

 

http://sciencespeaks.dstoner.net/Christ_of_Prophecy.html 
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2. His Death:  The Certainty of His Death - Ref. John 19:31-37 - Refuting - “Swoon Hypothesis” 

 

Blood and Water: Samuel Haughton, Physiologist: University of Dublin, Ireland  

The crucifixion narrative – John 19, could not have been fabricated.   

Contains medical knowledge unavailable in the 1st Century 

Soldier piercing Christ, highly unusual. 

Blood and Water – Certainty of Death 

Heart pierced, blood and serum released, confirmed Christ’s death – Article: C. Truman Davis, Arizona 

Medical Journal, March 1965 
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3. The Stone and Tomb 

 

Weight: 3,000 – 4,000 lbs.  

Circular Stone –  Rolled down incline, dropped into a deep crevice covering the tomb’s opening – Mt. 

27:60 

 

4. The Seal  

 

Mt. 27:66 – The tomb secured with "Roman seal,"  which could only be placed on the stone door in 

the presence of the Roman guards as eye-witnesses.  

Tampering with Roman seal would result in capital punishment of the Roman government 
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5. The Grave Cloths 

 

John 20:6-7 



6 Simon Peter therefore also came, following him, and entered the tomb; and he beheld the linen 

wrappings lying there, 

7 and the face-cloth, which had been on His head, not lying with the linen wrappings, but rolled up 

in a place by itself. 

(NAS) 

 

Christ buried with spice mixture “one hundred pounds in weight” - John 19:39 and linen cloths  

Verbiage indicates “linen cloths” not unwrapped, but remaining intact. Like the empty chrysalis of a 

butterfly  
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6.  His Appearances  

 

A Physical Risen Christ:  Luke 24:39 

Appeared 10X, being seen for 40 days  

Seen by - Mary, The Twelve, 500 people at once 

Ate bread and fish: Luke 24:43  

Thomas’ response: “My Lord and My God.” - Jn. 20:28 
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 7. His Disciples 

 

Spread His message, with accompanying power in all the known the world.  

With the exception of John, All died as martyrs for the testimony of Christ's Resurrection 

Matthew – Ethiopia, stabbed with a sword 

Mark – Alexandria, Egypt – dragged by  

Luke – Greece, Death by hanging  

Peter – Rome, Crucified upside down   

Thomas – India, speared to death 



Andrew – Patras, Greece, crucified on an X shaped cross 

James (son of Zebedee), Jerusalem: Beheaded 
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 Who Will Roll Away the Stone?  (Mt. 16:3) 

 

 

Because of the resurrection of Christ, nothing is impossible with God, and every challenge of life, as a 

"Stone of Impossibility," is subject to the final authority of the Resurrected Christ.   

 

Because Christ is Risen - Eternal life is not a myth, but a reality for everyone who believes, and 

confesses,  Jesus Christ is Lord.  

 

 


