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WAR OF THE WORLDVIEWS #6 

 

“The Mother of All Sins” 

 

 

I. Introduction 

 

   A. Welcome Back to the War Zone 

 

 1. Truly born again believers are waking up to realize we are in a culture war 

for the heart and soul of our nation. 

 

HOW COULD THIS HAPPEN? 

 

 2. On Wednesday, a 19 year old former student with a troubled past walked 

into the high school that had recently expelled him and opened fire with an 

automatic rifle. 6 minutes later, 17 students were dead and 14 more were wounded. 

Today, our shocked society is still wondering, “how did this happen?” 

It is interesting to see how different worldviews responded… 

 

  a. “We need to pass more gun control laws” 

  b. “We need more cops in the schools/Arm the teachers” 

  c. “Schools need more secure doors and bulletproof glass” 

  d. “We need to do more to deal with mental illness” 

 

 3. But even if we do all these things, have we fixed the real problem? Gun 

violence is just one battle; we are in an all-out culture war. 

 

“The culture war is not just about abortion, homosexual rights, or the decline 

of public education. These are only the skirmishes. The real war is a cosmic 

struggle between worldviews—between the Christian worldview and the 

various secular and spiritual worldviews waged against it.” 

Chuck Colson 

 

   B. We Are in a War of Conflicting Worldviews 

 

 1. What is a worldview? 

 

“A worldview is a set of beliefs which define the way we understand reality.” 

Freddy Davis 
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 2. Everyone has a worldview, whether they realize it or not. Every individual 

person has an inner set of beliefs about life. 

 

“A worldview is the total of answers people give to the most important 

questions of life.” 

Dr. Ronald Nash 

 

 3. I can discover my worldview by asking myself the “most important 

questions of life”… 

 

 Who am I? 

 How did this world come to be? 

 Does life have any real purpose? 

 

 3. Or how do I answer this question… 

 

“What is wrong with this world?” 

 

 4. Everyone knows the world has gone wrong! But what YOU think is 

wrong with the world and what to do about it depends on your worldview! 

 

 5. And this is where the real warfare is… 

 

“The Christian worldview cannot exist in the same arena of thought with 

contrary worldviews at the same time.” 

Gary DeMar 

 

   B. You Can’t Have a Biblical Worldview and at the Same Time Be… 

 

 1. An evolutionist. 

 

“The Law of Christ is incompatible with the Law of evolution…Nay, they are 

at war with each other.” 

Sir Arthur Keith 

 

 2. A Communist. 
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  a. Former Soviet spy Whittaker Chambers defected from Russia in 

1939 and became an outspoken anti-Communist. In 1948, in his testimony at the 

famous in the famous Alger Hiss spy trials said this…  

 

“The Communist vision is the vision of Man without God. It is the vision of 

man’s mind replacing God as the creative intelligence of the 

world…Communism restores man to his sovereignty by the simple method of 

denying God.” 

Whittaker Chambers 

 

 3. A Socialist. 

 

“National socialism and Christianity are irreconcilable.” 

Nazi General Martin Bormann 

 

  a. Hitler knew that his worldview could not tolerate the Christian 

worldview! 

  b. In his classic book, “The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich”, author 

William Shirer noted… 

 

“The Nazi regime intended to eventually destroy Christianity in Germany and 

substitute the old Paganism of the early tribal Germanic gods and the new 

Paganism of the Nazi extremists.” 

William Shirer 

 

 4. All these “isms” are at war with the biblical worldview because of how 

they answer the question… 

 

   C. What is wrong with the World? 

 

 1. We need to look at how enemy worldviews answer this question. 

 

 Charles Darwin: The “father of evolution” thought the problem is that man 

is driven by the survival instinct. Man is really just another one of the 

animals… 

“Once Darwin started monkeying with the ancestry of man…the image of 

God was stripped away…leaving only instinct-driven, feeling-extolling 

trousered apes.” 

C.S. Lewis 
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 Karl Marx, the Father of communist socialism taught the problem in the 

world is the unequal distribution of wealth.  

 

“Money plays the largest part in determining the course of history.” 

Karl Marx 

 

  a. Marx believed that government enforced redistribution of wealth 

was the answer. All problems would be solved if only everyone had the same 

amount of money 

 

 Frederic Nietzsche: The German philosopher who believed the satisfaction 

of man’s need for power and control was the key to fulfillment… 

 

“Become who you are. Do what only you can do. Be the master and sculptor of 

yourself.” 

Frederic Nietzsche 

 

  b. He believed that man can never be satisfied until he is master in 

power and control. 

 

 And don’t forget about Freud: Sigmund Freud, the father of psychoanalysis 

believed that the libido or sex drive was the key to understanding man and 

sexual repression was the cause of man’s neurotic guilt… 

 

“In matters of sexuality, we are at present, every one of us, ill or well, nothing 

but hypocrites.” 

Sigmund Freud 

 

 Playboy magazine founder Hugh Hefner modernized Freud’s ideas; he  

blamed man’s misery on Christianity because it forces a person to suppress 

their sexual appetites.  
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“Sex is the driving force on the planet. We should embrace it, not see it as an 

enemy.” 

Hugh Hefner 

 

 2. All these worldviews answer the question, “What’s wrong in the world?” 

 

 Darwin: Man is no more than an animal, an “ape in trousers” 

 Karl Marx: The problem is money; unequal distribution of wealth 

 Nietzsche: Man needs to exert his power over others 

 Freud: Man must be set free from his guilt and neuroses 

 

IT’S GOOD TO UNDERSTAND THE OPPOSITION’S WORLDVIEW… 

BUT HOW DOES THE BIBLICAL WORLDVIEW ANSWER THE 

QUESTION, “WHAT IS WRONG WITH THE WORLD?” 

 

   D. How Does The Biblical Worldview Answer the Question? 

 

 1. The short answer is one word, just 3 letters…SIN; of which there are 

many… 

 

 Outward sins: murder, lying, stealing 

 Inward sins: Pride, hate, covetousness 

 

 2. ALL sins are bad; but SOME are worse than others… 

 

 Murder is worse than stealing 

 Committing adultery is worse than lusting in your heart 

 And God speaks of the sins of homosexuality and idolatry as “abominations”  

 

 3. But is there ONE GREAT SIN above all others? Is there one we could call 

“The Mother of All Sins”?  Is there one particular sin that gives birth to all other 

sins? The answer is “YES”, there is. 
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 4. And it was not eating the forbidden fruit! The mother of all sins was not 

eating the forbidden fruit; it was the REASON they ate the forbidden fruit. 

 

II. The 1st Sin Gave Birth to All Sin 

 

   A. Back to the Beginning 

 

 1. In Genesis 1, God made the man and the woman. In Genesis 2 God placed 

them in the Garden. 

 

 2. He gave them permission to eat of all the trees of the Garden except for 

one; the tree of the knowledge of good and evil; because if they ate of it, they 

would die. In Genesis 3, the serpent speaks… 

 

"You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. "For God knows 

that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil." 

Genesis 3:4-5    NIV 

 

 3. Verse 5 contains the “mother of all sins”…. 

 

KJV: “You shall be as gods…” 

Modern Translations: “You shall be like God…” 

 

  a. The word translated is “Elohim”; the same word in Genesis 1:1, 

where it says, “In the beginning, GOD created the heavens and the earth.” 

 

The “mother of all sins” is man’s desire to be as God! 

To be a God unto himself. 

To be independent from the authority of God. 

 

 Eating the forbidden fruit was a sin; but the “mother” of that sin was the 

desire to be equal to God! 

 And the serpent himself is the “father” of sin because it was the same sin 

that caused his own fall! 
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Isaiah 14:12-13 

 

12 "How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you 

are cut down to the ground, you who weakened the nations! 13 For you have 

said in your heart: 'I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the 

stars of God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregation On the farthest 

sides of the north… 

For you have said in your heart, I will ascend above the heights of the clouds,  

I will be like the Most High.'   Isaiah 12:14 

 4. The mighty archangel Lucifer sinned the “mother of all sins”; he wanted 

to exalt his throne above God; to be God. And so God cast him out of heaven and 

into the earth. 

 

  a. And in the Garden he succeeds in getting Adam and Eve to commit 

the same sin as he himself committed…”ye shall be as gods.” 

 

 5. God cast Satan out of heaven for this sin; and He drove Adam and Eve out 

of the Garden for the same thing. 

 

 6. All the sins ever committed by the human race are birthed from this same 

mother…the desire to be “as God, knowing good and evil”. In his book, “Why 

Jesus?” the great Ravi Zacharias asks the question… 

 

“Has all our trouble come because, in a very real sense, we have pushed the 

Replay button on the saga of Eden and can now look, touch, and taste 

anything we wish to because we have become gods, determining for ourselves 

what is right and what is wrong?” 

Ravi Zacharias 

 

 7. When a people desires to remove themselves from the authority of God, 

they become a god unto themselves; and the first thing they will do is redefine 

good and evil on their own terms! 

 

  a. This happened in Israel during the days of the Book of Judges, 

which contains some of the most horribly sinful stories in the entire Bible… 



8 

 

 

In those days, there was no king in Israel:  

Every man did what was right in his own eyes. 

Judges 21:25 

 

 8. Man out from under God, when the Lord is not his King, will “become” 

his own “god”; he will seek to “know good and evil” independent of God. And he 

will end up doing “what is right in his own eyes”, because there is no higher 

authority in his life than himself. 

 

 9. Testimony: I remember when God saved me at 27 years of age. As I was 

crying out to Him, I realized that all my life I had been my own God.  

 

  a. I saw that I was seated on the throne of my own heart; I was the one 

calling the shots.  

 

SELF HAD BEEN SITTING ON THE THRONE AS “GOD” 

SALVATION CAME WAS AS SIMPLE AS SLIPPING OFF THE THRONE 

SO GOD COULD SIT THERE. 

 

  b. And to this day, my most effective method of evangelism is simply 

to help the lost person come to the place where he can see that his problem is that 

he is his own god. 

 

   B. The Proof Text is the First Commandment 

 

 1. Everyone has heard of the 10 commandments. And all 10 are important. 

But what is the first commandment? 

 

And God spoke all these words, saying: "I am the Lord your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. “You shall 

have no other gods before Me.” 

Exodus 20:1-3     NKJV 
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 2. Why is this the FIRST commandment? Because it deals with the “mother 

of all sins”! 

 

 3. Breaking the first commandment is the “mother of all sins” because it 

gives birth to all the rest.  

 

  a. For Lucifer; for Adam and Eve; and for us! 

 

III. Analyzing Worldviews By Asking Big Questions 

 

   A. Who’s in Charge? 

 

 1. Every person in the world has a worldview; within that worldview there is 

someone or something that is the final authority, the last word, the determining 

factor in what they believe and what they do. 

 

 2. In the Biblical worldview, it is GOD. 

 

I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like Me.” 

Isaiah 46:9 

 

Another version says… 

 

I am God and there is no other. 

Isaiah 46:9 

 

 3. The mother of all sins is the desire to be god. And committing that sin is 

what’s wrong with the world. 

 

“There is one God, There is no god but God. And there is no rest for any 

people who rely on any God but God.” 

Os Guinness 

 

 4. Now you know the truth the whole world is waiting to hear. What will you 

do with it? 


