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WAR OF THE WORLDVIEWS #9 

 

“An Introduction to Ethics” 

 

 

We live in a world at war with itself; people versus people; political party versus 

political party; nation against nation; but there is a greater battle going on since the 

Garden of Eden; a world at war against God. Tonight I want to take a look at what 

the war is really all about by saying this… 

 

The real war is a cosmic conflict between God and man  

over ethics; it is a battle about who has the authority to define right and 

wrong, good and evil. 

 

I.  Introduction 

 

   A. Let Me Begin With an Illustration 

 

 1. Have you ever been driving on a road trip and realized you were lost? 

You had missed an exit; made a wrong turn; whatever. So what did you do? 

Obviously, you began to backtrack your route to the place where you got off 

course and did the opposite of what you did that got you lost. 

 

 2. The same thing can apply to mankind’s relationship with God. If we can 

go back to the place where the human race went wrong, we can discover how 

to get back on track. 

 

 3. Fortunately for us, God has given us the Bible as a revelation of the place 

where the human race went wrong right in the very beginning of the journey. 

 

 4. Everyone knows our first parents sinned; but many miss the point why… 

 

“…ye shall be as gods, (or like God), knowing good and evil.” 

Genesis 3:5 

 

 5. Up until this moment, mankind was on the right road; only God had the 

authority to define good and evil, right and wrong. But here, mankind makes a 

wrong turn; from this moment forward man will replace God as the judge of good 

and evil, right and wrong; man becomes “as God” and the battle is on. So we see…  
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   B. The Cosmic Conflict Between God and Man is Over Ethics! 

 

 1. Before we go forward, we need some definitions: first, what is the 

meaning of the term “ethics”? 

 

Ethics is concerned with judgments upon conduct as right or wrong as 

measured by a certain standard or end. 

Ethics therefore has to do with the norm or standard of right or wrong, and is 

concerned primarily with the laws which regulate our judgments and guide 

our actions. 

International Standard Bible Encyclopedia 

 

  a. What could be more important than a study of ethics? But how 

many Christians even know what it means? 

 

 2. Many people think that ethics is the same thing as morality. But not so.  

 

  a. When we speak of morality (or immorality), we are talking about 

how people behave. 

  b. But ethics is about how people ought to behave. 

 

 3. In other words, the difference between morality and ethics is the 

difference between how people do act and how they ought to act.  

 

“The difference between morals and ethics is the ethical man knows he ought 

to not cheat on his wife, whereas the moral man does not cheat on his wife.” 

Dr. Donald “Ducky” Mallard 

 

  a. Our morality is defined by what we do. Our ethics define what we 

ought to do. 

  b. The brilliant 18th century German philosopher Immanuel Kant said 

it this way… 

 

“Ethics is oughtness.” 

Immanuel Kant 

 

  c. We get the word “etiquette” from the same root word for ethics; 

etiquette means “the rules indicating the proper and right way to behave”. 

 

 A gentlemen ought to open the door for a lady 
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 You ought not chew food with your mouth open 

 

 4. In the same way, ethics sets the standard for behavior; defines what 

should be normal; determines the rules for judging right and wrong, good and evil. 

 

 5. Ethics establish the rules of conduct! And all the spiritual warfare of 

human history, ever since the Garden of Eden, has been over WHO HAS THE 

AUTHORITY TO ESTABLISH THE RULES! 

 

   C. The War of the Worldview is a Battle Over Ethical Authority 

 

 1. In the beginning, man accepted God’s authority for his ethics; the creature 

depended upon his Creator to teach him the difference between good and evil.  

 

 “At the heart of Christian ethics is the conviction that our firm 

basis for knowing the true, the good, and the right is divine revelation.” 

R.C. Sproul, Ethics and the Christian 

 

2. But the human race took a wrong turn; we turned from trusting God to 

reveal the good from the evil to seeking to decide good and evil for ourselves.  

 

3. A theologian would describe the rebellion of the human race as man’s 

rejection of theonomy in favor of autonomy! This is important to know! 

 

“Theonomy” = Theos (God) + nomos (Law) = God ruled 

“Autonomy” = auto (self) + nomos (Law) = self ruled 

 

 a. Ethics is a complex subject; but this much is simple… 

 

“There is no alternative to theonomy but autonomy.” 

Cornelius Van Til 

 

4. The war of the worldviews began in the Garden; it continues today. Who 

has the authority to set the ethics; God or man?  

 

“The distinction between autonomy and theonomy is the most 

fundamental conflict of mankind.” 

R.C. Sproul, “Ethics and the Christian” 
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 5. The war of the worldviews that began in the Garden of Eden continues 

today. Who has the authority to establish human ethics; who has the right to 

determine what man ought to do or ought not to do? Is it God or man?  

 

“The Bible teaches that there are ultimately only two schools ethics; (1) 

God’s, and (2) man’s. But, as God said to Isaiah, “As the heavens are higher 

than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than 

your thoughts.”   

Nathaniel Darnell 

 

6. In the beginning, God alone gave man His ethical system by revelation; 

He revealed to man what he ought to do and ought not to do. Man’s great sin was 

to seek out his own ethical system. And that’s where all the troubles came from.  

 

“The ultimate issue centers on the existence of God. What matters first 

is the question, ‘Is there a God?’ Without God, the only possible end of ethical 

reflection is chaos.” 

R.C. Sproul 

 

7. The chaotic condition of our world today comes from man’s rejection of 

God’s universal standard of ethics and replacing it with “situational ethics’ where 

each individual decides for himself what he ought to do. As in Israel during the 

days of the Judges…  

 

“In those days there was no king in Israel; every man did that which 

was right in his own eyes.” 

Judges 21:25 

 

 a. When there is no final authority, men will set their own rules.  

 b. When God doesn’t set the standards, men will set their own. 

 

“In morality, naturalism results in relativism. If nature is all there is, then 

there is no transcendent source of moral truth, and we are left to construct 

morality on our own. Every principle is reduced to a personal preference.” 

Chuck Colson 

 

8. Immorality of the grossest kind is abounding in America because a once 

Christian nation has forgotten that there is a God who has the right to set the 

standards. And, as the great Russian novelist once said…  
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“If there is no God, all things are permissible.” 

Fyodor Dostoevsky  

 

 a. If there is no God, man becomes “as god, knowing good and evil” 

apart from God. 

 b. Which is we find ourselves today. 

 

"Everything today, ethically and intellectually, is up for grabs." 

Dennis Peacocke 

 

   D. Ethics Abhors a Vacuum 

 

 1. When a nation abandons God’s ethical system, another ethical system will 

rush in to fill the vacuum. 

 

 2. Here are some common today: 

 

It’s Ok because it’s legal. 

 

 Abortion is legal-you have the right to get one 

 Free speech is legal-you can say what you want 

 You have a right now in some states to smoke marijuana 

 

“Ethics is knowing the difference between what you have a right to do and 

what is right to do.” 

Supreme Court Justice Potter Stewart, 1952-1981 

 

It must be OK because everybody’s doing it 

 

“A lie doesn’t become truth, wrong doesn’t become right, and evil doesn’t 

become good, just because it’s accepted by a majority.” 

Rick Warren 

 

It’s OK because I was born this way 

 

This has become so common today! 

But think it through…if a man justifies his homosexuality because he was just 

“born this way”, why can’t the serial killer use the same excuse? Or the person 

who steals?  

Or why can’t a persecuted minority blame his condition on his color? 
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“I refuse to accept the idea that the ‘isness’ of man’s present nature makes 

him morally incapable of reaching up for the ‘oughtness’ that ever confronts 

him.” 

Dr. Martin Luther King 

 

 3. With all the bad news around us, let me close with some good news… 

 

III. The Saving Grace 

 

   A. The Ethics of God Cannot Be Ignored but not Undone 

 

 1. The fact that men reject God’s authority to define ethics does not do away 

with it. 

 

 2. The law of God works in nature. 

 

“The Law of gravity is still strictly enforced.” 

 

 3. And so it is with God’s moral laws. Even sinful men have a sense of basic 

right and wrong, good and evil. 

 

“In every society, no matter what its cultural underpinnings, there is a code of 

‘oughtness’.” 

Ravi Zacharias 

 

 I don’t know any nation on earth that does not have laws against murder 

 Or where stealing is legal 

 No one admires the drunkard; no nation pins medals on cowards 

 

 4. In the same way, there is an almost universal “knowing” within men and 

women of the ethics of God. 

 

“Human beings live in two worlds: the physical world where we are 

subject to the laws of nature and the spiritual world, where we have a sense of 

‘oughtness’, a moral law that conforms to a higher reality.” 

Immanuel Kant 

 

 5. The Apostle Paul tells us that the problem is not that men do not know the 

truth; the problem is that men “suppress the truth in unrighteousness.” (Romans 

1:18) 
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 6. The very fact that all men agree on so many universal ethical questions 

proves there is a God! 

 

Premise 1: If God does not exist, objective moral values and duties do not 

exist. 

Premise 2: Objective moral values and duties do exist. 

Conclusion: God exists. 

 

 7. And we can win the war of the worldview because God exists and His 

ethical system is superior to all others.  

 

   B. Got Ethics? 

 

 1, The biblical worldview sees the world as fallen; the human race took a 

wrong turn in the Garden of Eden over the subject of ethics. 

 

The real war is a cosmic conflict between God and man  

over ethics; it is a battle about who has the authority to define right and 

wrong, good and evil. 

 

 2. Human history is a long sad list of ethical systems dreamed up by fallen 

men; but Christ restores us to our proper place and sent us to re-present His ways 

to the world…. 

 

“God has called us to nonconformity—to a transforming ethic that shatters 

the status quo.” 

R.C. Sproul 

 

 3. It’s time to carry God’s colors onto the field! 

 

WAR OF THE WORLDVIEWS 


