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WAR OF THE WORLVIEWS #23 

 

“God Versus Socialism” 

 

Introduction 

 

 1. One of the deadliest enemies of the Christian biblical worldview is 

socialism; a political philosophy that strikes at the very heart of the Lordship of 

Christ and the principles established by the Law of God. 

 

 2. Socialism is the mortal enemy of biblical Christianity: and yet so many of 

God’s people don’t really know what it is, or what it looks like, or why God is 

against it! 

 

 3. So tonight we’ll take time to fix that and look at Socialism: 

 

 What it is 

 What it looks like 

 Why God is at war with it 

 

I. Socialism: What is It? 

 

   A. Definitions 

 

 1. The dictionary gives a broad definition: 

 

“socialism” 

The economic and political philosophy that wealth should be fairly distributed 

through a society. 

Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary 

 

  a. Socialism is a philosophy, a “worldview” 

  b. It deals with economics (money) and politics (government) 

  c. In short, socialism seeks to redistribute wealth, goods and services 

through the power of government. 

 

 2.  Immediately we can see socialism is at war with the biblical worldview 

because it displaces God’s right to rule man on the basis of His word about money, 

your right to private property, and the power of Government. In his classic book, 

“God Versus Socialism”, Dr. Joel McDurmon says… 
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“Socialism places man, and ultimately the State, in the place of God. Man 

becomes owned by other men, instead of by his Maker. Socialism is an entirely 

humanistic, God-denying, God-usurping belief.” 

Joel McDurmon, God Versus Socialism 

 

 3. Socialism is a form of communism. 

 

“When it was first used in English prose, communism referred to an economic 

and political theory that advocated the abolition of private property and the 

common sharing of all resources among a group of people, and it was often 

used interchangeably with the word socialism by 19th-century writers.” 

Joel McDurmon 

 

  a. The famous mid-20th century author Ayn Rand, (not a Christian), 

wrote… 

 

“There is no difference between communism and socialism, except in the 

means in achieving the same ultimate end: Communism proposes to enslave 

men by force, socialism by vote. It is merely the difference between murder 

and suicide.” 

Ayn Rand 

 

 4. There are subtle differences between communism and socialism but both 

are based on the same idea, famously articulated by Germany’s Karl Marx: 

 

“From each according to his abilities; to each according to his need.” 

Karl Marx 

 

  a. The idea is that every person must produce according to the best of 

their ability but that each person would receive the fruits of this production 

according to their need, irrespective of what they have produced. 

  b. All are to produce all they can; but each is entitled to an equal share 

of the total production regardless of what they themselves have produced. 

 

*You and I each have a garden. But I work hard in mine and you’re a slacker. I 

produce 100 pounds of fruit and you produce 50 pounds. A socialistic government, 

would compel me to split the 150 pounds of our total produce equally with you. So 

instead of enjoying 100 pounds, I would only receive 75 pounds because the 

government says that you are entitled to an equal share of the total. This is a form 

of stealing! 
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“Socialism is the belief that stealing is acceptable as long as another man or 

group of men says so. Socialism believes in theft by majority vote, or (here in 

the U.S.) theft by a majority of representatives’ votes in Congress. Socialism is 

the belief that it’s OK to steal from your neighbor if you do it by means of the 

power of the government.” 

Joel McDurmon, God Versus Socialism 

 

So socialism is a worldview, a system of beliefs that seeks to empower government 

to redistribute wealth, goods, and services based on needs. So let’s move on to… 

 

II. Socialism: What Does It Look Like? 

 

   A. Socialism Has Many Forms 

 

 1. Socialism is slippery because it takes many forms: 

 

 Marxist Socialism: Joseph Stalin, Russia 

 Nationalist Socialism: Adolph Hitler, Germany 

 Democratic Socialism: Barack Obama, political liberals, United States 

 

 2. Under Marx, socialism is communism. Under Hitler, socialism is Fascism.  

 

But those terms alarm people in the United States, so in our country, Socialists 

refer to themselves as “”Liberals”, “Leftists”, “Progressives” or “Social 

Democrats”. 

 

  a. Socialism can seem to be Christian, but it’s a wolf in sheep’s 

clothing, and by their fruits you shall know them. 

 

 3. You can recognize socialism anytime someone is seeking to grow the 

power of government as a means of redistributing wealth. Just listen carefully and 

you can know who’s who. 

 

“I think when you spread the wealth around, it’s good for everybody.” 

President Barack Obama 

 

   a. Notice how a socialist refers to the government enforced 

redistribution of wealth as “spreading the wealth around”. 

 

“Our individual salvation depends on our collective salvation.” 
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Barack Obama 

 

  b. Socialists see themselves as “saviors” or “messiahs”. But socialistic 

salvation never includes Christ! The great English preacher Charles Spurgeon 

recognized the godlessness of socialism 150 years ago… 

 

“The present cultured race of self-appointed superior beings thinks to 

regenerate the world by Democratic Socialism, and set up a kingdom for 

Christ without the new birth or the pardon of sin. But the Lord has not taken 

away the 7,000 who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” 

Charles Spurgeon 

 

  c. Faithful followers of Christ see right through the socialist agenda 

whenever politicians say it’s OK to steal from you because their doing it to help 

people… 

 

“We are going to take things away from you on behalf of the common good.” 

Hillary Clinton 

 

  d. Give her an “H” for honesty. This is socialism that has come out of 

the closet! 

 

 4. Another sure sign of socialism is the promise of “free stuff”; which is part 

of the idea that you are “entitled” to things that other people will have to pay for. 

 

“Health care must be recognized as a right, not a privilege. Education should 

be a right, not a privilege. We need a revolution in the way that the United 

States funds higher education.” 

Bernie Sanders 

 

  a. But wait!  Who says Americans have a “right” to health care and a 

college education? These things are not in the “Bill of Rights” or the Constitution.  

 

  b. Socialism undermines the biblical ethic of personal 

responsibility by continually creating new ‘rights’ to free stuff; so it’s no 

wonder socialism has a big appeal! 

 

 5. Socialist politicians get elected by promising people ever increasing 

entitlement programs other people will pay for; so it will be free to you. Free 

health care. Free education. Food stamps. But is it really “free”? Of course not! 
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“The problem with socialism is that you eventually run out of other people’s 

money.” 

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher 

 

 6.  And this is another way you can know what socialism looks like… 

 

   B. Socialism Doesn’t Work! 

 

 1. Socialism doesn’t work! It has never worked, anytime or any place it’s 

ever been done; beginning with the Pilgrims! 

 

The Pilgrim’s Brief Experiment with Socialism 

John Evans/offthegridnews.com 

 

Many know the Pilgrims landed on Plymouth Rock in 1620; but few have 

heard of their early experiment with socialism and how its failure led them to 

embrace individual-driven capitalism. 

 

The group that funded the Pilgrim’s journey required that for the 1st 7 years all 

colonists were to get their food, clothing, drink and provisions from the colony’s 

“common stock and goods.”  

 

“Today we would call this a socialist commune. In other words, the Pilgrims 

accepted the socialist principle, ‘from each according to his ability, to each 

according to his need.’ Each person was to place his production into the 

common warehouse and receive back, through the Governor, only what he 

needed for himself or his family.” 

Dr. Judd W. Patton, Professor of Economics, Bellevue University 

 

But the Pilgrim’s experience with socialism was horrible! Here is Governor 

Bradford’s own summary of the community’s results with what we now call 

Socialism: 

 

The experience that was had in this common course and condition, tried 

several years and that amongst godly and sober men, may well prove the 

vanity of Plato and other ancients applauded by some of later times; that the 

taking away of property and bringing in community into a commonwealth 

would make them happy and flourishing; as if they were wiser than God.  

Governor William Bradford 
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Communizing the colony was a catastrophe. Governor Bradford wrote… 

 

“For this community it was found to breed much confusion and discontent 

and retard much employment that would have been to their benefit and 

comfort. 

“Young men resented working for the benefit of other men’s wives and 

children without compensation; healthy men who worked thought it unjust 

that they received no more food than weak men who could not; wives resented 

doing household chores for other men, considering it a kind of slavery.” 

Governor William Bradford 

 

So in April, 1623, Bradford abruptly abandoned the idealistic practice of 

collectivism. Instead, he assigned a plot of land to each family, permitting them to 

keep everything they grew or made and to market anything they didn’t consume 

themselves, and an amazing thing happened… 

 

The colonists, each of whom now had to grow their own food, suddenly became 

very industrious, with women and children who earlier claimed weakness now 

going into the fields to plant corn. Three times the amount of corn was planted that 

year under the new system. 

 

Bradford had discovered that even these most idealistic of peoples had no 

reason to put in any extra effort without the motivation of personal incentives 

to do so. 

David Leeper, Tea Party Blogger 

 

Why isn’t the Pilgrim’s failed experiment with socialism taught in our public 

schools? “Perhaps it’s because the people who write our history textbooks still 

don’t want to believe it.  Perhaps those authors still cling to the hope that 

some form of Socialism will one day triumph over Free 

Enterprise.   Unfortunately for those authors, the historical record couldn’t be 

clearer, and the Pilgrims’ experience is Exhibit One:  when it comes to 

bettering the life of the common man, Free Enterprise works — and Socialism 

fails.” 

David Leeper 

 

 2. Socialism has never worked. Anywhere. Ask the Russians, who 

dismantled the U.S.S.R., the “Union of Socialist Soviet Republics because 

socialism didn’t work. 
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 3. So now you know what socialism is: an economic and political worldview 

where wealth is redistributed through the power of government; you know what it 

looks like; whether it’s called Marxism, Fascism, liberalism or socialist democrat, 

it always looks like failure. Let’s close with why God is against it. 

 

III. Why God is Against It 

 

   A. Socialism Denies God’s Sovereignty 

 

 1. The Bible establishes that God is the rightful owner of all things. 

 

And he (Melchizedek) blessed him (Abraham) and said, ‘Blessed be Abram of 

God most High, Possessor of heaven and earth… 

Genesis 14:19 

 

“For the world is mine, and all it contains…” 

Psalm 50:12 (Quoted by Paul in 1 Corinthians 10:26 

 

  a. The biblical worldview begins with Genesis 1:1; God is the Creator 

of heaven and earth and its owner by right. 

 

“Because God is absolutely sovereign, no earthly institution can claim 

independent and absolute ownership of property. Only God can claim such a 

right.” 

Gary DeMar 

 

 2. God, as Creator, claims sovereign ownership of all things,  

 

“This does not mean, however, that individuals, families, and corporations 

cannot own property. Rather, it means that the ownership of property is 

regarded as a stewardship to be governed by the Word of God.” 

Gary DeMar 

 

 3. Socialism denies God’s sovereign ownership of all things, assuming 

government ownership of all land, thereby enforcing property taxes that if unpaid, 

allow the government to steal the land, a violation of the 8th commandment: 

 

“Thou shalt not steal”. 

Exodus 20:15 
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 4. Socialistic governments presuppose that the government owns the land.  

 

The right to hold private property is a crime against the state. 

Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto 

 

  a. This is why Marx also sought to abolish all “rights of inheritance”.  

 

 5. The Bible secures private property rights for many individuals and many 

families; socialism seeks to consolidate power under the umbrella of the State.  

 

“Every attack on private property is also an attack on the powers of free men 

as well as their liberty.” 

R.J. Rushdoony 

 

  a. The socialist worldview believes in bigger, more powerful 

government that eventually consolidates power over the individual, the family, the 

church, the schools.  

  b. In the socialist agenda, the State becomes sovereign and owner, 

displacing God and the direction of the people comes from the government 

deciding what is best for the people. 

  c. This is why so many atheists are socialists; as the famous Russian 

novelist said… 

 

“Atheism is inconceivable without socialism, and socialism is inconceivable 

without atheism.” 

Fyodor Dostoevsky 

 

 6. The sinister nature of socialism hides under more acceptable names today:  

 

 “I’m a liberal” 

 “I’m a progressive” 

 “I’m left-wing” 

 The latest socialist rock-star is 28 year old Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez who 

won a surprise upset victory in the New York state primary by being more 

liberal than the incumbent liberal… 

 

“Being a Democrat-Socialist is just who I am”. 

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

 

 7. But Socialism is the stepping stone to outright communism: 
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“The goal of socialism is communism.” 

Vladimir Lenin 

 

  a. This is from the murderous Marxist revolutionary who led the 

government of Soviet Russia from 1917-1924… 

  b. Lenin predicted that socialism would eventually defeat capitalist 

countries like Britain and the United States… 

 

“The capitalists will sell us the rope with which we will hang them.” 

Vladimir Lenin 

 

 8. This could still happen. Especially if American Christianity can’t wake up 

to win this war of the worldviews and see socialism for what it really is- 

 

IV Conclusion 

 

   A. Socialism is a Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing 

 

 1. Socialists often disguise themselves as Christian. But their real agenda is 

to fundamentally change America into a socialist nation. 

 

  a. American Presbyterian minister Norman Thomas, (1884-1968), 

achieved fame as a socialist and pacifist, and ran for President 6 times as the 

candidate of Socialist Party of America. He lost every time, but he knew…  

 

“The American people will never knowingly adopt socialism. But under the 

name ‘liberalism’, they will adopt every fragment of the socialist program, 

until one day America will be a socialist nation without knowing how it 

happened.” 

Norman Thomas 

 

 2. Next week we’ll look deeper at God Versus Socialism, and how we’re 

deeper into it than you might realize.  

 

 3. Let me close with a word for those of you who may think I’m politicizing 

this message by leaving you with this quote from Dr. Joel McDurmon… 

 

“This is not about Democrat versus Republican. It is about God versus 

socialism, God versus humanism. The only path to repairing the ruin runs 
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through faith in Jesus Christ. This path requires us to return to God’s Word 

and rebuild our families, churches, states, and social order based upon God’s 

revealed way of life. The choice between God and socialism is the same as the 

choice between God and Satan. One leads to Paradise, the other to delusion 

and hell.” 

Dr. Joel McDurmon 

 

Closing Prayer 


