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HOLY VIOLENCE #3 

 

The Power of Thanksgiving 

 

I. Introduction 

 

   A. This is the 3rd Message in Our Series on “Holy Violence” 

 

 1. Our text has been something Jesus said about the nature of those who 

want to enter the Kingdom of God… 

 

Matthew 11:12 

And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven 

suffers violence, and the violent take it by force.  

 

 2. He is describing a certain kind of Christian; one who ‘presses’ forward 

into the things of God in the same way a besieging army assaults a city; it is an 

attitude of earnestness and zeal and a total commitment to Christ and His kingdom. 

 

 3. I want to apply this principle to this holiday season with a message on… 

 

“The Power of Thanksgiving” 

 

 4. I want to show you how to use holy violence in your approach to praise 

and worship; how to release the power of thanksgiving to do 3 things: 

 

The Power of Thanksgiving 

1. It can bring you into the presence of God 

2. It can overcome your enemies 

3. It can deliver you from your bondage 

 

II. The Power of Thanksgiving 

 

   A. First: It Can Bring You Into the Presence of God 

 

 1. Early on in my walk with God He gave me a revelation of how I could 

always come into the presence of God. It is from Psalm 100. 

 

Psalm 100:1-3 

Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! Serve the Lord with gladness; 
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Come before His presence with singing. Know that the Lord, He is God; 

It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the 

sheep of His pasture. 

 

  a. But the real revelation comes next… 

 

Psalm 100:4-5 

Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. 

Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is 

everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations. 

 

  b. Don’t miss this great secret: thanksgiving is the doorway to getting 

into the presence of God. 

 

 2. Think of a great castle or stronghold; at the center of it all is the courts of 

the King; but you can’t get into the courts until you go through the gates! 

 

 3. Someone taught years ago that there are 3 levels of relating to God: 

Thanksgiving, Praise and Worship. The teaching was that we can’t get into 

worship until we praise and we can’t get into praise without thanksgiving. I don’t 

know about all that; I do know that it all begins with thanksgiving. 

 

 4. In these trying times many are discouraged and depressed; many have 

given up the fight; but the ‘violent’ man shakes himself and presses into the 

presence of God…and it all begins with thanksgiving. 

 

 5. All things are possible when we are in the presence of God in the courts of 

the Lord; the power of thanksgiving is how we enter into it. 

 

   B. Second: It Can Overcome Your Enemies: A Prophetic Picture for Now? 

 

 1. Jehosophat was one of Judah’s greatest Kings; he was a great reformer 

 

2 Chronicles 20:32 

Jehoshaphat was a good king, following the ways of his father, Asa. He did 

what was pleasing in the Lord's sight. 

 

 2. But toward the end of his life he found himself surrounded by enemy 

armies: 
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2 Chronicles 20:1-2 

It happened after this that the people of Moab with the people of Ammon, and 

others with them besides the Ammonites, came to battle against Jehoshaphat. 

Then some came and told Jehoshaphat, saying, "A great multitude is coming 

against you from beyond the sea, from Syria… 

 

2 Chronicles 20:3-4 

And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a 

fast throughout all Judah. So Judah gathered together to ask help from the 

Lord; and from all the cities of Judah they came to seek the Lord. 

 

  a. Is this not where the Church finds itself today? 

 

2 Chronicles 20:5-7 

Then Jehoshaphat stood in the assembly of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house 

of the Lord, before the new court, and said: "O Lord God of our fathers, are 

You not God in heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the 

nations, and in Your hand is there not power and might, so that no one is able 

to withstand You? Are You not our God, who drove out the inhabitants of this 

land before Your people Israel, and gave it to the descendants of Abraham 

Your friend forever? 

 

  b. Notice that in the face of a serious threat he is reminding himself of 

the greatness of the God who rules the nations and how God had given them a 

good land to live in. 

 

2 Chronicles 20:8-9 

And our fathers have dwelt in this land, and have built You a sanctuary in it 

for Your name, saying, 'If disaster comes upon us — sword, judgment, 

pestilence, or famine — we will stand before this temple and in Your presence 

(for Your name is in this temple), and cry out to You in our affliction, and 

You will hear and save.' 

 

  c. Then he turns his attention to his enemies. 

 

2 Chronicles 20:10-12 

 And now, here are the people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir — whom 

You would not let Israel invade when they came out of the land of Egypt, but 

they turned from them and did not destroy them — here they are, rewarding 

us by coming to throw us out of Your possession which You have given us to 
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inherit. O our God, will You not judge them? For we have no power against 

this great multitude that is coming against us; nor do we know what to do, but 

our eyes are upon You." 

 

  d. How this speaks of our day! The very people that we did not 

destroy, the ones we spared when we were in power, have now turned against us 

and are coming to overturn the nation which you have given us to inherit. 

 

2 Chronicles 20:14-16 (Excerpted) 

Then the Spirit of the Lord came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah…And he 

said, "Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, 

King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the Lord to you: 'Do not be afraid nor dismayed 

because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God's. 

 

  e. So it is today. God has sent us his prophets telling us we do not 

need to be in fear of the ‘great multitude’ arrayed against us; the battle is the 

Lord’s! 

 

2 Chronicles 20:17 

You will not have to fight this battle. Take your positions; stand firm and see 

the deliverance the Lord will give you, Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be 

afraid; do not be discouraged. Go out to face them tomorrow and the Lord 

will be with you. 

 

  f. Notice that just because ‘the battle is the Lord’s’ does NOT mean 

that we do nothing! Our violence will not be on the battlefield; it will be in 

releasing the power of thanksgiving and praise. 

   

 

2 Chronicles 20:18-19 

Then King Jehoshaphat bowed low with his face to the ground. And all the 

people of Judah and Jerusalem did the same, worshiping the Lord. Then the 

Levites from the clans of Kohath and Korah stood to praise the Lord, the God 

of Israel, with a very loud shout. 

 

  g. I wonder if some of you have never given a ‘very loud shout’. 

  

 

2 Chronicles 20:20 
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So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; 

and as they went out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, "Hear me, O Judah and 

you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be 

established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper." 

 

  h. Now comes the key verse… 

 

2 Chronicles 20:21 

After consulting the people, the king appointed singers to walk ahead of the 

army, singing to the Lord and praising him for his holy splendor. This is what 

they sang: "Give thanks to the Lord for His mercy endures forever!" 

 

  i. They released the power of thanksgiving and… 

 

2 Chron 20:22-23 

Now when they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambushes against the 

people of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had come against Judah; and 

they were defeated…they helped to destroy one another. 

 

  j. This is what God is about to do when His people learn how to 

release the power of thanksgiving, praise and worship. God will ‘set ambushes’ 

amongst our enemies and they will ‘destroy one another’! 

 

  k. This is the future for of those who dare to attack the Israel of God; 

Psalm 91:7-8: ‘a thousand may fall at my side and ten thousand at my right hand, 

but it will not come near me; only with my eye will I behold and see the reward of 

the wicked.’ And so it was here…  

 

2 Chronicles 20:24 

 So when Judah came to a place overlooking the wilderness, they looked 

toward the multitude; and there were their dead bodies, fallen on the earth. 

No one had escaped.  

 

  i. The next 3 verses describe how Israel stripped so much gold and 

jewelry from the dead bodies it was more than they could carry away! 

 

2 Chronicles 20:27-28 

Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat in 

front of them, to go back to Jerusalem with joy, for the Lord had made them 
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rejoice over their enemies. So they came to Jerusalem, with stringed 

instruments and harps and trumpets, to the house of the Lord.  

 

2 Chronicles 20:29-30 

And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of those countries when they 

heard that the Lord had fought against the enemies of Israel. 30 Then the 

realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet, for his God gave him rest all around. 

 

   C. Third: It Can Deliver You From Your Bondage 

 

I will give you 2 examples about how the power of thanksgiving can deliver 

you from your bondage: One from the Old Testament one from the New 

 

Jonah and the Wall 

 

 1. The story of Jonah and the whale (or the ‘great fish’) is one of the best 

known stories in the Bible. 

 

 2. He had run away from the Lord’s commandment and ended up at the 

bottom of the sea in the belly of a whale. (How much lower can you go?) 

 

 3. Some of you feel like you’re in the belly of the whale; you feel like giving 

up; but Jonah shows us what you ought to do. 

 

Jonah 2:2 

Then Jonah prayed to the Lord his God from the fish's belly. 2 And he said: 

"I cried out to the Lord because of my affliction, and He answered me. 

"Out of the belly of Sheol I cried, and You heard my voice. 

 

  a. Are you feeling low? Lower than this? 

 

Jonah 2:3-5 

For You cast me into the deep, Into the heart of the seas, And the floods 

surrounded me; all Your billows and Your waves passed over me. Then I said, 

'I have been cast out of Your sight; yet I will look again toward Your holy 

temple.' 5 The waters surrounded me, even to my soul; the deep closed around 

me; weeds were wrapped around my head. 

 

Jonah 2:6-7 



7 

 

I went down to the moorings of the mountains; the earth with its bars closed 

behind me forever; yet You have brought up my life from the pit, O Lord, my 

God. "When my soul fainted within me, I remembered the Lord; and my 

prayer went up to You, into Your holy temple. 

 

  b. When your life is ‘in the pit’ and your soul has fainted within you, 

here is what to remember… 

 

Jonah 2:8-10 

"Those who regard worthless idols forsake their own Mercy. But I will 

sacrifice to You with the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. 

Salvation is of the Lord." So the Lord spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah 

onto dry land. 

 

 4. You come out of the belly of you ‘whale’ when you learn to ‘sacrifice to 

God with the voice of thanksgiving’! 

 

 5. When we give thanks to God the whale can’t stand it! Out we come! 

 

The New Testament example is in Acts 16. 

 

 1. The political powers were attacking the Church and dragging the saints 

into court. 

 

Acts 16:20-21 

And they brought them to the magistrates, and said, "These men, being Jews, 

exceedingly trouble our city; and they teach customs which are not lawful for 

us, being Romans, to receive or observe."  

 

Acts 16:22-24 

Then the multitude rose up together against them; and the magistrates tore 

off their clothes and commanded them to be beaten with rods. 

 And when they had laid many stripes on them, they threw them into prison, 

commanding the jailer to keep them securely. Having received such a charge, 

he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.  

 

 2. Here we have the New Testament equivalent of Jonah and the whale! All 

seemed to be lost. They were bound up hand and foot and cast into the ‘inner 

prison’. They seemed to be helpless. But they knew what to do! 
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Acts 16:25-26 

But at midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and 

the prisoners were listening to them. Suddenly there was a great earthquake, 

so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the 

doors were opened and everyone's chains were loosed.  

 

 3. Thanksgiving, praise and worship has the power to break our bonds and 

open the doors of our prisons. It even has the power to release those around us. 

“Everyone’s chains were loosed”! 

 

 4. The power of praise not only sets us free, it sparks the fire of evangelism! 

 

Acts 16:27-28 

And the keeper of the prison, awaking from sleep and seeing the prison doors 

open, supposing the prisoners had fled, drew his sword and was about to kill 

himself. But Paul called with a loud voice, saying, "Do yourself no harm, for 

we are all here."  

 

Acts 16:29 

Then he called for a light, ran in, and fell down trembling before Paul and 

Silas. And he brought them out and said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"  

 

Acts 16:31-34 

 So they said, "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you 

and your household." Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all 

who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and 

washed their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized. 

Now when he had brought them into his house, he set food before them; and 

he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.  

 

 5. Pussy foot Christians give up and play dead; but those with ‘holy 

violence’ break bondages through the power of thanksgiving, praise and worship. 

 

III. Conclusion 

 

   A. Review 

 

 1. This is no time to quit and give up! It is a time for some ‘holy violence’! 

 

 2. Thanksgiving is not a holiday; it is a way of life! 
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 3. We have shown you 3 things about the Power of Thanksgiving: 

 

The Power of Thanksgiving 

1. It can bring you into the presence of God 

2. It can overcome your enemies 

3. It can deliver you from your bondage 

 

 4. David knew what to do to get into the presence of God; Jehosophat knew 

what to do to be delivered from his enemies; Jonah knew what to do to get out of 

the belly of the whale. Paul and Silas knew what to do to break out of their 

bondage. 

 

 5. The one thing that ties it all together is this: Rise up in holy violence and 

release the power of thanksgiving, praise and worship into every situation. 

 

 6. Will the modern American church know what to do in the face of all that 

is threatening us? 

 

 7. Let us take seriously the words of the Apostle Paul: 

 

Colossians 4:2 

Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving. 

 

Philippians 4:6-7 

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, 

which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus. 

 

Amen 

 

Additional Scriptures for Further Study 

 

Jeremiah 30:18 

"Thus says the Lord: 'Behold, I will bring back the captivity of Jacob's tents, 

and have mercy on his dwelling places; the city shall be built upon its own 

mound, and the palace shall remain according to its own plan.  

 

Jeremiah 30:19-20 
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Then out of them shall proceed thanksgiving and the voice of those who make 

merry;  Jeremiah 30:I will multiply them, and they shall not diminish; I will 

also glorify them, and they shall not be small. Their children also shall be as 

before, and their congregation shall be established before Me; and I will 

punish all who oppress them. 

 

Title 

 

Psalm 69:30-33 

I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify Him with 

thanksgiving. This also shall please the Lord better than an ox or bull, 

which has horns and hooves. The humble shall see this and be glad; 

and you who seek God, your hearts shall live. For the Lord hears the poor, 

And does not despise His prisoners. 

 

Psalm 95:1-3 

Oh come, let us sing to the Lord! Let us shout joyfully to the Rock of our 

salvation. Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout 

joyfully to Him with psalms. For the Lord is the great God, and the great 

King above all gods. 

Psalm 107:21-22 

Oh, that men would give thanks to the Lord for His goodness, and for His 

wonderful works to the children of men! Let them sacrifice the sacrifices of 

thanksgiving, and declare His works with rejoicing. 

 

Psalm 116:16-19 

O Lord, truly I am Your servant; I am Your servant, the son of Your 

maidservant; You have loosed my bonds. I will offer to You the sacrifice of 

thanksgiving,  and will call upon the name of the Lord. I will pay my vows to 

the Lord Now in the presence of all His people, In the courts of the Lord's 

house, In the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord! 

 

 

Revelation 7:9-12 

After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could 

number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the 

throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in 

their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, "Salvation belongs to 

our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 11 All the angels stood 
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around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on 

their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

"Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 

Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, 

Be to our God forever and ever. 

Amen." 


