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HOLY VIOLENCE #5 

 

A Prophetic Prayer for America 

 

 

I. Introduction 

 

   A. The Legend of Isaac Potts 

 

 1. In the bitter winter of 1777, General George Washington and his army 

were trapped in the confines of Valley Forge, PA and vastly outnumbered by the 

approaching British forces. 

 

 2. The valley was owned by the family of Isaac Potts, whose Quaker religion 

opposed violence and thus the Revolutionary War. 

 

3. Legend has it that all changed when he stumbled upon George 

Washington on his knees in the snow praying to God. 

 

4. According to one account of this story, written by Potts’ granddaughter, 

this is what Washington prayed out loud… 

 

Isaac Pott’s account of General  Washington’s Prayer 

He “utterly disclaimed all ability of his own for this arduous conflict; he 

wept at the thought of that irretrievable ruin which his mistakes might bring 

on his country, and with the patriot’s pathos he spread the interests of unborn 

millions before the eye of Eternal Mercy, and he implored the aid of that arm 

which guides the starry host.” 

 

a. Isaac Potts is a prophetic picture of many American Christians 

today; thinking like the Quakers, opposed to any form of warfare or violence 

even though the fate of the nation hangs in the balance. But hearing that 

prayer changed him forever. He wrote… 

 

Isaac Potts 

“I have seen this day what I shall never forget. Till now I have thought that a 

Christian and a soldier were characters incompatible; but if George 

Washington be not a man of God, I am mistaken, and still more shall I be 

disappointed if God do not through him perform some great thing for this 

country.” 
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 5. God gave victory to the Colonial Army and the United States of America 

was born; but once again, our nation is in mortal danger, and once again God’s 

people must learn how to pray.  With that in mind, the Lord took me to… 

 

Psalm 83 

Psalm 83 is a prayer offered by Asaph when Israel was under the threat of 

imminent destruction.  It is a powerful prophetic model of how praying with 

‘holy violence’ moves the hand of God in the salvation of nations. 

 

6. I want to work our way through the Psalm because it gives us a prophetic 

picture of how we are to pray. 

 

7. Remember, the result of this prayer was total victory for Israel! The 

enemy armies were destroyed and the nation was saved. And so it is that God will 

save America! 

 

II. A Prophetic Prayer for America 

 

   A. The Prayer Begins  

 

Psalm 83:1-2 

Do not keep silent, O God! Do not hold Your peace, and do not be still, O 

God! For behold, Your enemies make a tumult; and those who hate You have 

lifted up their head. 

 

 1. He cries for God to speak and to move! 

 

Charles Spurgeon 

How entirely the psalmist looks to God; he does not ask for ‘a leader bold and 

brave’, or for any form of human force, but he casts his burden upon the 

Lord, being well assured that His eternal power and Godhead could meet 

every difficulty of the case. 

 

  a. We must not trust in the flesh! (Presidents, political parties, or the 

courts) Trust in God and ask Him to speak. Notice why… 

  

Psalm 83:1-2 

Do not keep silent, O God! Do not hold Your peace, and do not be still, O 

God! For behold, Your enemies make a tumult; and those who hate You have 

lifted up their head. 
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 2. Here is an important point to ponder: remember these are not just OUR 

enemies, they are GOD’S enemies making the tumult. These enemies lifting up 

their heads not because they hate US but because they hate GOD! 

 

Treasury of David 

These enemies of Israel were also God's enemies, and are here described as 

such by way of adding intensity to the argument of the intercession. The 

adversaries of the church are usually a noisy and a boastful crew. Their pride 

is a brass which always sounds, a cymbal which is ever tinkling. 

 

  a. This reminds me of the media today that never shuts up! Noisy, 

boastful and arrogant. 

 

Treasury of David 

For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult. They are by no means sparing of their 

words, they are like a hungry pack of dogs, all giving tongue at once. So sure 

are they of devouring thy people that they already shout over the feast. And 

they that hate thee have lifted up the head. Confident of conquest, they carry 

themselves proudly and exalt themselves as if their anticipated victories were 

already obtained. 

 

  b. This is what we have today! Although the election isn’t over they 

are already ‘proudly exalting themselves as if their anticipated victories were 

already obtained’. 

  c. It is ever so with the enemies of God: 

 

Psalm 12:8    NASB 

The wicked strut about on every side when vileness is exalted among the sons 

of men.  

 

Psalm 12:7-8    NLT 

Therefore, Lord, we know you will protect the oppressed, preserving them 

forever from this lying generation, even though the wicked strut about, 

and evil is praised throughout the land. 

 

 Goliath’s bragging on the battlefield 

 David’s son Adonijah proclaiming himself king while his father was still  

 Haman building a gallows for his enemy Mordecai 

 (All of whom ended up DEAD!) 
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d. God struck one politician dead! 

 

Acts 12:21-24 

So on a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his throne and gave an 

oration to them. And the people kept shouting, "The voice of a god and not of 

a man!" Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did 

not give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and died. But the word of 

God grew and multiplied. 

 

   B. The Goal of All Conspiracies 

 

 1. In the next 2 verses, the Psalmist exposes the plan and purpose of God’s 

enemies; first they devise a plan they can unify around. 

 

Psalm 83:3-4 

They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, and consulted together 

against Your sheltered (hidden) ones. They have said, "Come, and let us cut 

them off from being a nation, that the name of Israel may be remembered no 

more." 

 

  a. Have you noticed how unified our enemies are?  

 

 Flip around the fake news channel and they all say the same thing 

 Listen to the socialists talking points-they use the same phrases and terms 

 

b. An old Puritan preacher reminds us nothing has changed! 

 

The Treasury of David 

Whatever we may do, our enemies use their wits and lay their heads together; 

in united conclave they discourse upon the demands and plans of their 

campaign, using much treachery and serpentine cunning in arranging their 

schemes. Malice is cold blooded enough to plot with deliberation; and pride, 

though it be never wise, is often allied with craft. 

 

  c. Notice they will do ANYTHING to gain their goals. 

 

 2. In v. 4 the Psalmist reveals their true purpose: 

 

Psalm 83:3-4 
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They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, and consulted together 

against Your sheltered (hidden) ones. They have said, "Come, and let us cut 

them off from being a nation, that the name of Israel may be remembered no 

more." 

 

The Treasury of David 

They have said, Come, and let us cut them of from being a nation. Easier said 

than done. Yet it shows how thorough going are the foes of the church. Theirs 

was the policy of extermination. They laid the axe at the root of the matter 

that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance. They would blot 

them out of history as well as out of existence. Evil is intolerant of good.  

 

 3. Make no mistake, God has always had His enemies in the halls of political 

power; but today is different. In the past, the 2 parties disagreed on policy; but the 

goal of God’s enemies today is to literally remake the nation and rewrite the 

constitution. They say, "Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, that 

the name of Israel may be remembered no more." 

 

 4. Some of us saw this coming from what President-elect Barack Obama 

said in 2007. His campaign slogan was ‘Hope and Change’. Sounds great. But then 

he said this… 

 

Barack Obama, 2007 

“As soon as I get into office, I am going to fundamentally 

transform the United States of America.” 

 

  a. His real agenda was not just to ‘change’ America; it was to 

‘fundamentally transform’ America. 

  b. This is the goal of the Socialist Democrats; they hate our country, 

as founded, because they hate God; they will not be satisfied until America is no 

longer America! 

 

 5. And now the presumed new President has already stocked his proposed 

cabinet positions with the same people Obama appointed.  

 

Time Magazine’s “Person of the Year”? 

• A man whose family is under federal investigation for corruption and 

money-laundering 

• A man who lied about having no knowledge of his son’s business 

arrangements with the Chinese Communists 
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• A professing Christian whose own church will not serve Holy 

Communion 

 

 

  a. This is the same man whose family is under federal investigation 

for corruption and money laundering with the Chinese Communists. 

  b. He professes to be a Christian; but his own church has refused to 

allow him to receive Holy Communion. 

 

New York Post    12/5/20 

Joe Biden should not be allowed to receive holy communion, according to 

Archbishop Charles Chaput, former head of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia, 

who says: “The president-elect gives scandal to the faithful” for vocally 

supporting abortion while publicly asserting his Catholic faith. He is creating 

the impression that the moral laws of the church are optional.” 

 

 6. The next verses in Psalm 83 reveal what we are up against… 

 

   C. A Confederation of God’s Enemies 

 

Psalm 83:5-8 

 For they have consulted together with one consent; they form a confederacy 

against You: The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagrites; 

Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek; Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assyria 

also has joined with them; they have helped the children of Lot. Selah. 

 

 1. The Psalmist says God’s enemies are united against Him; they form a… 

 

Confederacy 

An alliance of groups or individuals for unlawful purposes.  

 

 2. It is amazing how 10 nations who hate each will come into unity against 

God and His people! 

 

Albert Barnes 

They have consulted together with one consent. There is no division in their 

counsels on this subject. They have one desire — one purpose — in regard to 

the matter. The world may be divided and hostile in other matters, but 

become habitually united in its opposition to Christ and to a pure and 

spiritual religion. 
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Thomas Watson 

They have consulted together. Though there may be private grudges between 

the wicked, yet they will all agree and unite against the saints. If two 

greyhounds are snarling at a bone, yet put up a hare between them, and they 

will leave the bone, and follow after the hare; so, if wicked men have private 

differences amongst themselves, yet if the godly be near them, they will leave 

snarling at one another, and will pursue after the godly. 

 

 3. The Psalmist lists 10 nations that have come into the confederacy.  

 

Psalm 83:5-8 

 For they have consulted together with one consent; they form a confederacy 

against You: The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab and the Hagrites; 

Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek; Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assyria 

also has joined with them; they have helped the children of Lot. Selah. 

 

Walter Cradock 

He names some ten nations that joined together against one poor Israel. It is a 

thing you should observe, that when the people of God are conspired against, 

God rests not in general complaints, but he will know who they are.  

 

Walter Cradock 

As I told you, He is the Lord of Hosts, the great general. When there is mutiny 

the general asks, what officer, or what corporal, or what sergeant, or who did 

begin the mutiny? and it is a fearful thing when the poor persecuted saint 

shall bring thy name as a persecutor before the God of heaven. 

 

 4. A closer look at this list is a revelation that explains what we are facing 

today. Enemies can come from near kin! 

 

ISRAEL’S ENEMIES THEIR NEAR KIN 

• The Edomites, though nearest of kin, were first in enmity against Israel. 

Their sire despised the birthright, and now they despise those who 

possess it. So now they invade the land of Israel. 

• The Ishmaelites-A persecuting spirit ran in their blood, they 

perpetuated the old grudge between the child of the bondwoman and 

the son of the freewoman. 

• The Moabites-Born of incest, (Lot and his daughters), but yet a near 

kinsman, the feud of Moab against Israel was very bitter. Little could 
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righteous Lot have dreamed that his unhallowed seed would be such 

unrelenting enemies of his uncle Abraham's posterity. 

 

 5. I won’t work through the whole list because the point is made: and it 

explains how we find ourselves betrayed by those who once said they were our 

friends! 

 

 ‘Rino’ Republicans 

 Supreme Court appointees who turn out to be turncoats 

 Professing Christians who vote for pro-abortion 

 False prophet pastors who refuse to hold fast to God’s holy word 

 

   D. Imprecations 

 

 1. The rest of the Psalm is a series of imprecations, wherein the Psalmist  

prays for the utter annihilation of God’s enemies and a prophetic declaration that it 

will be so. 

 

Psalm 83:9-12 

Deal with them as with Midian, as with Sisera, as with Jabin at the Brook 

Kishon, who perished at Endor, who became as refuse on the earth. Make 

their nobles like Oreb and like Zeeb, Yes, all their princes like Zebah and 

Zalmunna, who said, "Let us take for ourselves the pastures of God for a 

possession." 

 

  a. The Psalmist prays God to deal with the 10 nations as He dealt with 

previous enemies; the last 4 names slain by Gideon and his tiny army. 

 

The Treasury of David 

The psalmist seeing these four culprits hanging in history upon a lofty gallows, 

earnestly asks that others of a like character may, for truth and righteousness' 

sake, share their fate. 

 

The Treasury of David 

They said, ‘Let us take to ourselves the houses of God in possession’. These 

greedy plunderers determined to push out the inhabitants, slay them, and 

become themselves landlords and tenants of the whole. These were large 

words and dark designs, but God could bring them all to nothing. 

 

The Treasury of David 
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 It is in vain for men to say "Let us take," if God does not give. He who robs 

God's house will find that he has a property reeking with a curse; it will 

plague him and his seed forever. "Will a man rob God?" Let him try it, and 

he will find it hot and heavy work. 

 

 2. The Psalmist continues to pray in a spirit of ‘holy violence’. 

 

Psalm 83:13-15 

 O my God, make them like the whirling dust, like the chaff before the wind! 

As the fire burns the woods and as the flame sets the mountains on fire, so 

pursue them with Your tempest, and frighten them with Your storm.  

 

Psalm 83:16-18 

Fill their faces with shame, that they may seek Your name, O Lord. Let them 

be confounded and dismayed forever; Yes, let them be put to shame and 

perish, that they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, are the 

Most High over all the earth. 

 

 3. I hear some may object to these prayers; that we are not to call for their 

destruction but pray for their salvation. Of course we pray for their salvation! But 

remember the context! These are not passive players; they are a militant 

confederation of God’s enemies that have come to destroy the nation! 

 

Matthew Henry 

The psalmist here, in the name of the church, prays for the destruction of 

those confederate forces, and, in God's name, foretells it. This prayer that it 

might be so amounts to a prophecy that it shall be so, and this prophecy 

reaches to all the enemies of the gospel-church; whoever they be that oppose 

the kingdom of Christ, here they may read their doom.  

 

Matthew Henry 

The prayer is, in short, that these enemies, who were confederate against 

Israel, might be defeated in all their attempts, and that they might prove their 

own ruin, and so God's Israel might be preserved and perpetuated. 

 

 4. Let it be recorded that none of the nations that intended to destroy the 

name of Israel survive today! 

 

Rev. John Gill 
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This desperate and dreadful scheme, and wretched design of theirs, took no 

effect; but, on the contrary, the several nations mentioned here in this 

conspiracy, are no more, and have not had a name in the world for many 

hundreds of years; whilst the Jews are still a people and are preserved, in 

order to be called and saved. So Diocletian thought to have rooted the 

Christian name out of the world; but in vain. 

 

  a. The Roman emperors sought to kill the Apostles and destroy the 

church; but today we name our sons Paul and our dogs Caesar! 

 

 5. Where are these nations who came against God and His people? (Moab, 

Philistia, Amalek). Would it be too much to believe that God will blot out the 

names of those who attack His people today? 

 

III. Conclusion: The Great Question 

 

   A. Why Does It Take So Long? 

 

1. The Psalm begins with a desperate cry to the Lord: 

 

Psalm 83:1-2 

Do not keep silent, O God! Do not hold Your peace, and do not be still, O 

God! For behold, Your enemies make a tumult; and those who hate You have 

lifted up their head. 

 

 2. The true Israel of God sees the danger and cries out to God; yet He seems 

silent. Let me close with some wisdom from the Puritan preacher on the subject. 

 

Rev. Walter Cradock 

In Scripture there are three reasons why the Lord keeps silence when his 

people are in danger, and sits still when there is most need to give help and 

assistance. One is, the Lord does it to try their faith, as we clearly see in 

Matthew 8:24, where it is said that our Lord Christ was asleep. 

 

  a. The storm was blowing the boat was filling with water and the Lord 

was asleep. It was a test of their faith. 

  b. The current crisis is the same thing. 

 

Walter Cradock 
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I find second reason in Isaiah 59, and that is, the Lord keeps silence in the 

midst of the troubles of his people, to try men's uprightness of heart. For if 

God should always appear for his cause, God and his cause should have many 

favorites and friends; but sometimes God leaves his cause, and leaves his 

people, and leaves his gospel, and his ordinances to the wide world, to see who 

will plead for it and stick to it. 

 

 3. This current crisis is exposing the wheat and the tares; a separation of the 

Christians from the compromisers; to see who will stand up for God and who will 

‘go with the flow’. 

 

Walter Cradock 

There is a third reason God keeps silence in the midst of the greatest troubles, 

that he may, as it were, gather the wicked into one faggot, into one bundle, 

that they may be destroyed together.  

 

Walter Craddock 

So God withdraws himself from his people, yet he hath a hook within their 

hearts, he holds them up secretly by his Spirit, that they shall not leave him; 

yet the world thinks God has left them. So the wicked come and gather  

together so that God may come upon them at once, and destroy them, as we 

find ten nations in the Psalm. 

 

Walter Cradock 

This is the way of God's keeping silence among his people, and sitting still in 

the midst of their miseries, thus God gathers their enemies in heaps as stubble, 

that he may burn them together. 

 

 a. God is silent to test our faith 

 b. God is silent to confirm the righteous and expose the hypocrites 

 c. God is silent to gather his enemies together for judgment. 

 

   B. Review: 

 

 1. Psalm 83 is a prophetic prayer for America; a prayer of holy violence 

prayed in a time much like today. It is our destiny to follow the model! 

 

National trouble called out (Asaph) the nation's poet laureate, and well did he 

discourse of her sorrows, and prayers, and hopes. Sacred literature thus owes 

much to sorrow and distress. How enriching is the hand of adversity!  
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(Then he offers a poetic prayer) 

 

O God, be thou no longer still, 

Thy foes are leagued against thy law; 

Make bare thine arm on Zion's hill, 

Great Captain of our Holy War. 

 

 2. We must not be discouraged! We must not complain! We must learn how 

to pray to the Lord of Hosts.  

 

Walter Craddock 

The whole world is like an army, a brigade of men under a general; and God 

is the Lord of Hosts, that is the Lord of his armies: now when there is a tumult 

in an army, they complain to the officers, to the general especially; and he 

must come and suppress it. Therefore he prays, Lord of hosts, thou art 

general of the world; lo, there is a tumult in the world, a mutiny.  

 

Closing Prayer 

 

O God, be not silent! Do not be still, O God! 

For behold, Your enemies make a tumult;  

and those who hate You have lifted up their head. 

They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, and consulted together 

against Your people. 

 

They have said, "Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, that the 

name of Israel may be remembered no more." 

For they have consulted together with one consent; they form a confederacy 

against You. Even 10 nations.  

 

Therefore, O God, deal with them today as you did in the past. 

Make them like swirling dust; pursue them with your wind. 

Let them be confounded and dismayed forever.  

Let all who hate you be put to shame and perish.. 

that they may know that You, whose name alone is the Lord, 

are the Most High over all the earth.  


